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therefore, conceive the idea of increasing it ; if they
'are free, they all attempt it, but all do not succeed
in the same manner. The legislature, it is true, no
"longer grants privileges, but they are bestowed by
Xature. As natural inequality is very great, fortunes
'become unequal as soon as every man exerts ail his
faculties to get rich. The law of descent prevents the
establishment of wealthy families ; but it does not
prevent the existence of wealthy individuals. It con-
stantly brings back the members of the community
to a common level, from which they as constantly
escape : and the inequality of fortunes augments in
proportion as knowledge is diffused and liberty
increased. . . .
Free and democratic communities, then, will always
contain a considerable number of people enjoying
opulence or competency. The wealthy will not be
linked so closely to each other as the members of the
former aristocratic class of society : their propensities
will be different, and they will scarcely ever enjoy
leisure as secure or as complete : but they will be far
more numerous than those who belonged to that class
of society ever could be. These persons will not be
strictly confined to the cares of practical life, and they
will still be able, though in different degrees, to in-
dulge in the pursuits and pleasures of the intellect.
In those pleasures they will indulge; for if it be true
that the human mind leans on one side to the narrow,
the practical, and the useful, it naturally rises on the
other to the infinite, the spiritual, and the beautiful.
Physical wants confine it to the earth ; but, as soon
as the tie is loosened, it will unbend itself again.
Not only will the number of those who can take an
interest in the productions of the mind be enlarged,
but the taste for intellectual enjoyment will descend,
step by step, even to those who, in aristocratic